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discouragements, once he had seen his way and chosen
it, once he had laid his hand to the plough, he never
turned back, and he never regretted the sacrifices that
his view of duty might entail upon him. He never lost
faith. His courage never drooped, and in the darkest
days he could find words of inspiration and encourage-
ment for others. . . . He was ever for moving forward,
with reverence for the past and care to guard its great
traditions, but ever seeking in the future something
better, something greater, something nobler than the
present.55 All this, which was profoundly true of
Joseph Chamberlain, is equally applicable to his sons,
Austen and Neville.

If one were asked to define those qualities which
have most distinguished the three Chamberlains in
public life, the reply must surely be courage and a
willingness to face facts, however unpleasant. Their
intimate friends and closest associates have by no
means always agreed with the line they have taken on
this question or on that, but no one, not blinded by
partisan prejudice, has ever questioned the motives by
which they were actuated. It required no ordinary
courage in the father to leave Mr. Gladstone over the
question of Home Rule; in the elder son to break with
his party in 1922 on the issue of leaving the Coalition;
and in the younger son to say that Sanctions must be
dropped when by taking such an attitude he was
imperilling his chance of succeeding Mr. Baldwin as
Prime Minister.

Yet, although they have had so much in common,
the three Chamberlains have given expression to their
convictions in different ways, dictated not only by
contrasted upbringing but also by the circumstances
of the age, Unity in diversity has been the explanation